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[0:03] Opening and interpretation setup 

Brittany Gesner | VHB: Luna's out, it's okay. 

Brittany Gesner | VHB: When Alan says it's okay. 

Alan Belniak | VHB: Just give it one about 30 more seconds. We're about studying. 

Brittany Gesner | VHB: Everyone in the room, just so you're aware, this is online and live, so there's things that 

will be going on for the people that are online in terms of interpretation, such as if Bear with us as we're 

waiting for those. 

Alan Belniak | VHB: Okay. All right, Brittany, we are leveling out. I will hand it over to you to start, and just a 

reminder for those of you who are speaking and sharing content today, that you don't fall into the New 

England mode like I do, and speaking a million miles a minute. We have interpreters here joining us. That 

would really appreciate, even just to slow down, just a touch. So they can get that content out to anyone 

listening in a different language. And so with that, Brittany, or project team, the floor is yours. 

Brittany Gesner | VHB: Great. Good evening, everyone. Just introduce myself, Brian Belo, I'm the president of 

the New Revolution. I did want to welcome everyone here tonight. It was, County Center, and for everyone 

online following along, thank you. This is, another great step for us in this process. For the permitting for the 

stadium. We'll have a number of speakers here tonight walking through, this presentation, which will go over, 

a number of technical details, filing and putting in right now. There's still much work to go, in this process. So, I 

know Brittany's here next to me, and many of the team from VHB. VHB are one of our primary consultants on 

the project. And do this every day for projects all over the state, and they are our experts in, you know, a lot of 

what you're going to hear about tonight. We'll also have Matt, from our interim project team talking about 

some of the technical details that we're working through, and there'll, of course, be time for questions and 

answers. So, with that, I'm going to turn it over to Brittany and the team to To walk them through everything, 

and I said we'll have some some time, certainly, for a Q&A. Thank you. Great, thank you, Brian. Alan, can you 

confirm you can hear us okay on the 

Alan Belniak | VHB: I, I can, yep, I can confirm. Just want to make sure that whoever's speaking is close to the 

bike. Yep. 

Brittany Gesner | VHB: Eklund, can you, provide the opportunity for the interpreters to 

Alan Belniak | VHB: Yes, we'll start with our Spanish interpreter. 

ES Interpretation (Hulda S.): Hola bienvenido a todos. Gracias por estar aqui el dia de hoy, si USES necesitan 

interpretacion por favor de ingresar al canal indicado para poder escuchar esta presentacion en espanol. Mi 

nombre solda y con gusto estar interpretando el dia doi con mi coleera. Gracias. 

Alan Belniak | VHB: Gracias, and Haitian Creole, please. 

HC Interpretation (Marie S.L.): Choit toutement, bien vignir a renew ca, maisi parce qu' nous lances avec nous, 

non pens marie, moi avec collegues moi vida et nois passure Interpretation. Cel vous vous bleis, jouen nousen 

qui appo prier un pour crio-la pour francais, pour don't ca pour ne capendez reignosa en Creole. Messi. 



2 
 

Alan Belniak | VHB: Thank you, and Portuguese. Oh, you are muted. 

PR Interpretation (Ema B.): publico que precisa de interpretacao para portugues, por favor, vapra sala indicada 

obregada e bem viendos. 

Alan Belniak | VHB: Brigado, one second I think we might have one request to speak Spanish. Let me just 

confirm. 

Alan Belniak | VHB: Bear with me for one second. 

Alan Belniak | VHB: Although maybe you can help me out here. I'm reading, podrian DEIR cual es la canal de 

Espanol. Is that the person asking which channel is in Spanish? 

ES Interpretation (Hulda S.): Yes. 

Alan Belniak | VHB: That's what it sounds like. Okay, all right, so, I will now shift our interpreters into the 

Spanish channels. For those requiring interpretation, look down below for the globe icon, and pick the channel 

you'd like. If there's anyone here requiring Haitian Creole, we have pushed that to the French channel. So give 

me one moment to make those assignments. 

Brittany Gesner | VHB: Does anybody in the room require in-person translation? All good in English. 

Alan Belniak | VHB: Cane 

Brittany Gesner | VHB: I think we're okay. I think so. Thank you. 

Brittany Gesner | VHB: Ellen, let us know when we're all set to get started. 

Alan Belniak | VHB: Give me one moment. 

Alan Belniak | VHB: Sorry. 

Alan Belniak | VHB: Okay 

Alan Belniak | VHB: Okay, our interpreters have been assigned to their rooms. Interpreters, please don't 

forget to take yourselves off of mute. For those in the audience, I believe at least one person, Maria. Maria, 

you can click on Interpretation and pick ES Espanol, or your channel. With that, I don't see any other questions, 

Bernie, so please proceed, and thank you for your patience. 

[7:00] Meeting introduction and process overview 

Brittany Gesner | VHB: Great, thank you. Welcome, everyone. My name is Brittany Gesner, and I'm a civil 

engineer with VHB here on behalf of the project team. You will hear from some other representatives as we go 

along, and they'll introduce themselves at that time. We've already gone through this, but you are able to 

enable live interpretation online if necessary. We also have them here if you need it in person. This thing is 

being recorded, and it will be made available, a project website, at the conclusion of this thing. If you are here 

in person, we do ask that you sign in at the front table to have a record of your attendance. There are also fact 

sheets Project half sheets that you can take. You can read them, take them home. That will also be posted on 

the project website. There's a QR code on that fact sheet for the project website. At the end, we hope that the 
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first half of this meeting will be a presentation, and that the second half, we will have live Q&A, and we look 

forward to hearing your questions. I'll do brief introductions. We are here as part of the MEPA review process, 

so I'll just explain what that process is, provide a brief project history, explain the content and the studies that 

we are preparing as part of the MEPA review process, and then next steps, and finally Q&A. There are 

representatives here in the room on behalf of the New England Revolution, the Kraft Group, Nutter, VHB, and 

HOK, all supporting the project team. What is MEPA review? MEPA review is a, the Massachusetts 

Environmental Policy Act. It is a, An opportunity for the public to provide meaningful input and review of the 

potential environmental impacts of certain projects. It is required for this project, the New Revolution Stadium, 

because we will be requiring several state actions. And we exceed several review thresholds. This is not a 

permitting process, but a review and public input process that occurs prior to a state permitting process. There 

are 3 opportunities for public review as part of the MEPA process, and we are currently in step number 2. The 

specific MEPA review jurisdiction for this project is related to state agency actions that we will need a mass 

DEP Chapter 91 license. A mass DEP 401 water quality certification, a MassDOT highway access permit, an 

MWRA Session 8M in sewer discharge Permit. The review thresholds which are requiring MEPA review for this 

project include new, non-water-dependent use of tide limbs or waterways. And new daily vehicle trips related 

to the project. This project will be reviewed under the following applicable policies, the environmental justice 

protocols, greenhouse gas emissions policy and protocol, and Climate Change Resiliency Protocol. So, as I 

mentioned previously, MEPA review is a three-step process. We started the first step, which is called an 

environmental notification form, that was submitted to the state in April, earlier this year. Underwent a public 

review process, and we received a certificate from the state in June of this year. We are currently preparing 

studies and analyses related to Step 2, which is called a Draft Environmental Impact Report, a DEIR. We intend 

to admit that to the state at the end of October, and the focus of this discussion here is to explain the content 

That will be included in that DEIR. We anticipate having another public meeting, similar to this one in 

November, after we file the DEIR. Excuse me. Shoot, so Just a moment, I didn't realize people cannot see my 

screen online. 

Brittany Gesner | VHB: Hello, can you now see the slides? 

Alan Belniak | VHB: We see your desktop. Oh, there we go. Perfect. 

Brittany Gesner | VHB: Okay. Good to go. Thank you. We anticipate after the public review process for the 

DEIR, you will receive a certificate from state, and then there will be the third public review process in early 

2027. Anyone who wishes to submit comments on this review process may submit them to Eva Vaughn, and 

her email address is shown on this slide, as well as on the fact sheets that are printed out by the front door. In 

addition to state MEPA review process, there will also be a local City of Everett review process. That would 

likely occur throughout the end of this year, in early 2027, that will be separate and independent, although 

concurrent with the MEPA review process. There will also be public meetings related to the City of Review, City 

of Everett review processes as well. 

[13:07] Project history, site conditions, and program 

Brittany Gesner | VHB: A little bit of history about the project. There was legislation passed at the end of 2024, 

which allows the construction of a stadium on the site that we are currently proposing. In a moment, I will get 

through the project introduction and explain the site. Throughout 2025, the project went through extensive 

collaboration with the City of Boston and the City of Everett to establish community impact agreements 
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related to this project. Those agreements inform the MEPA review process. However, we are still completing a 

number of analyses that confirm the agreements that were made, the assumptions that were made in those 

agreements. We are of continued collaboration throughout this year and the next few years with all the local 

agencies and the public, including the CDN. So the DEIR Which will be filed with the state in just another month 

or so, with 11 chapters, as listed on the screen. We will briefly introduce the content of those chapters to you 

this evening. Project description. On this slide, you can see the project site, which is highlighted in yellow. It is 

nearly entirely located within the City of Everett, although there is a portion of the site located within the City 

of Boston on Alford Street. The Mystic River is to the south of the site, and the site is located in the southwest 

corner of Everett. Zooming in closer. The project site is a 43-acre property, as you can see outlined in the green 

line. Of that 43 acres, 11 acres extends into the Mystic River, and is therefore undeveloped. Another 12 acres is 

encumbered by permanent Eversource easements for substations, and also will not be touched as part of this 

project. That leaves 19.8 acres in the center of the site that we are proposing to redevelop as part of this 

project. 

Brittany Gesner | VHB: The existing site is developed with a decommissioned former fossil fuel power plant. It 

has been there and been developed for nearly a century. It is almost entirely impervious, and has been closed 

since 2022. The current infrastructure on site is no longer compliant with current industrial standards for 

power generation. A few photos here illustrate some of the existing structures and smokestacks that exist on 

the property. 

Brittany Gesner | VHB: As part of this project, we propose to redevelop the 19.8-acre project site into a world-

class MLS soccer stadium. This facility will host, professional soccer games for the New England Revolution, as 

well as potential concert events. We anticipate up to about 40 large stadium events per year, and the 

remainder of the year will be smaller events, or the site will be, unutilized. Usually, only admin administration 

buildings will be on the site on most of the days of the year. 

Brittany Gesner | VHB: As I mentioned, the program includes a 25,000-seat majors League Soccer Stadium. 

We do anticipate that we could fit approximately 35,000 seats for concert events, because we can place seats 

on the field. The stadium itself will include about 663,000 gross square feet of gross floor area, approximately 

150 parking spaces, a 4-acre publicly accessible waterfront park. New stormwater management facilities, both 

to repair bicycle and pedestrian connectivity, and increased storm surge resiliency for the neighborhood. As 

you can see highlighted in red, there will be a Forger Water Park along the south side site. Good. As you may 

be aware, we have held approximately two public meetings where we have invited the public to inform us on 

how they would like to program this publicly accessible waterfront park. We also have another meeting next 

Thursday, one week from today, to focus on the programming of this waterfront. In this case, Not be an online 

component to be an in-person meeting. We look forward to providing this community asset, and we look 

forward to continuing collaborating with you about programming in this fund. Based on the public meetings 

we've heard so far, we have heard that there's a strong desire for social gathering and event programming, 

direct interaction with the waterfront, shapes, comfort, and ecological features are desired, flexible 

programming in most open space, and Interpretation include local organizations. We look forward to 

Waterfront Park reconnecting Everett with the waterfront as an extension of the harbor walk that currently 

exists around the casino. We look forward to that coming around and welcoming the public to utilize the 

Mystic River. On this slide, you can see a larger area, zoomed in on the Waterfront Park. Again, we welcome 

you to join us next week to discuss more about the potential programming in the Waterfront Park. As part of 
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the project, the proponent has met with numerous agencies in the communities throughout this entire year. I 

will not go through all of these, but there are nearly weekly or every other week meetings between the 

proponent and regulatory agencies, as well as a meeting with community groups, including farmers markets. 

[19:55] Environmental review, waterfront conditions, and Chapter 91 

Brittany Gesner | VHB: Chapter 2 of the DEIR will focus on environmental justice. The site itself is not is almost 

entirely outside of any designated geographic areas for environmental justice. However, we are within 1 mile 

of 34 EJ populations. A number of analyses included in the DIR to help evaluate the potential public health 

impacts on those, on the communities. The project has created a public engagement plan that will ensure that 

we are meeting with the community, listening to the community, and getting word out as much as possible. 

That public engagement plan will be attached to the DEIR. It can also be found on our project website, and for 

informational front. Belize. Included in the public engagement plan, we will continue to host waterfront Park 

design meetings, we will continue to host public MEPA information sessions, we have a project website, and 

we will continue to engage with local community groups. 

Brittany Gesner | VHB: Chapter 3 of the DEI focused on land alteration and stormwater. The project proposes 

to redevelop 19.8 acres of previously developed land. Under existing conditions, the entirety of the site is 

developed and impervious. As part of the project, we'll add more than 3 acres of natural pervious vegetated 

area. This will allow opportunities for stormwater to recharge naturally into the ground. In a way that it does 

not tie on the side. 

Brittany Gesner | VHB: We will also propose a stormwater management system in accordance with the 

Massachusetts Stormwater Handbook that will provide improved stormwater treatment and renaturalization 

of the water cycle prior to discharge of water into the Mystic River. Chapter 4 will focus on wetlands, fisheries, 

and wildlife. Good evening, Scott Morrison, Senior Environmental Scientist for BHB. I'm here to speak about 

wetland resource areas. As I'm sure everybody's aware, the property fronts on the Mystic River. As such, 

there's a number of wetland resource areas, including the annual high water line of the Mystic River, which 

includes a 25-foot riverfront area. There's also land underneath the ocean. Coastal Beach, Coastal Bank, Land 

subject to coastal storm flowage. Land under the ocean. Land subject to tidal action. And there's also a fish run 

within the Mystic River. Yeah. The next slide shows some of the existing resource areas, along the waterfront. 

As you can see, they're highly altered, part of a historic, Commercial structure. The intent of this project is to 

provide some waterfront improvements. The ultimate goal of the waterfront improvements is to make sure 

that the park has a safe, welcoming space for the public. To include that, there's several sections. Section 1 will 

require some additional, replacement of riprap along the shore. Section 2 will include some repairs as long as 

well as a potential kayak launch to provide access to the Mystic River by the public. That's it. Section 3? 

Consists of repairing a bulkhead, maintaining a concrete wharf, and to potentially install a dock to provide 

additional access to the waterfront. Section 4 includes repair, And, excuse me, repair and replace the 

bulkhead. Section 6, which is further east, will include replacing the bulkhead and including a potential dock 

installation. Lastly, Section 7 consists of a reuse of an existing dolphins. The intent there would be to create a 

boardwalk so that the public access is getting closer to the waterfront is secure. I'll turn it over to Good 

evening, everyone. So Excuse me, Seth Pattrell with VHB appeared to speak on Chapter 5, which is waterways. 

So before I get into project specifics, I wanted to briefly explain Chapter 91. Chapter 91 is the Massachusetts 

Public Waterfront Act. State law protecting the public rights to access and enjoy our tide runs, waterways, and 

shorelines. Any development in these areas must include public benefits. Like maintained access to open space 
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in order to offset private uses. With that context, provide an overview of how our project complies with these 

requirements. So the limits of Chapter 91 jurisdiction are based on the historic high watermark, which is 

derived from historic site mapping. As you can see here, approximately 12 acres of the site are filled tithends, 

subject to Chapter 91 jurisdiction, and within that 12 acres of filled tidelands, about 4.9 acres are covered with 

existing buildings. 

Brittany Gesner | VHB: Under the proposed conditions, the project will be designed to comply with Chapter 91 

dimensional requirements. We set that open space, and hide it. Regarding setback, Chapter 91 regulations 

generally prohibit new buildings for non-water-dependent use within the water-dependent use zone, which on 

this site is 100 feet from the shoreline. That water-dependent Zone is shown as a black line green here, with a 

label WDUZ. As you can see, the stadium is entirely outside of that water-dependent use zone. For open space, 

relations required that the project reserved one square foot of open space for every square foot of building 

footprint within Titans. The footprint of the stadium, which is shown here in blue within Chapter 91 

jurisdiction, occupies approximately 4.5 acres, and the current design provides approximately 5.4 acres of 

open space, which is well in excess of that Chapter 91 requirement. The majority of that open space is 

represented here in dark green, and includes the new 4-acre waterfront park. With regard to height, the 

regulations require that new non-water-dependent buildings within 100 feet of the high water mark be no 

taller than 55 feet in height, and allow for an additional foot of height for every 2 feet of separation from the 

high water mark. This graphic demonstrates that the structure respects that Chapter 91 height requirement, 

beginning with the 55-foot height limit 100 feet from the waterfront, so within our waterfront view zone. And 

following that 2 to 1 slope. And as you move further into the site landmark, that increasingly, or is increasingly 

below the 1091 limit. 

[27:59] Transportation overview and access strategy 

Brittany Gesner | VHB: Thank you, and good evening. My name is Vinod Kalikri. I'm a Senior Transportation 

Planner with VHB. So, I'll briefly go over Chapter 6 of the Draft Environmental Impact Report, which deals 

exclusively with the transportation aspects of this project. Again, transportation is one of those threshold 

areas. Of analysis that the MEPA process requires us to look at. But we did not start this process for the 

purpose of the MEPA review. As Brittany mentioned early on, we've been working with both the communities 

of Everett and City of Boston through the Community Impact Agreement process in 2025. Where we looked at 

a lot of the details, some of it preliminarily, some of it in very much in-depth detail, so that we are able to 

develop what, again, is referred to as the Community Impact Agreement, and we have one for each 

community. And there are a whole series of themes that were built into those community impact agreements, 

and all of it is focused on ensuring that the transportation impacts of this project are managed. And we are 

able to accommodate the infrastructure that's needed to support support the fans that are coming to leaving 

the site, 40 times a year. As Brittany mentioned, the 40 Ticketed events that would happen over the course of 

a year. So there are strategies within the community impact agreement that relate to the use of transit and 

high occupancy vehicles. Solutions, or potential solutions that we could consider as people come in within, let's 

say, a half hour of the site, which is referred usually referred to as the last mile. How do people getting off of 

the trains, or parking in the area, or using Uber or Lyft in the areas, how do they get to the site? And most of 

those are by walk, and we have strategies built into the CA That would ensure that there's adequate 

transportation Pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure closer to the side to support the fans Coming to and 

leaving the site. There is a very strong parking strategy. As Brittany mentioned, the site itself will have only 
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approximately 150 new parking spaces. So, we are going to be relying on the existing park and stuff. With the 

long distance off the site to be able to support, support the parking demand for this, for the stadium. And we 

have looked at it very closely, and we have a lot of data to support the analysis that we have. We essentially 

divided the area around the stadium into multiple zones, zones A, B, C, and D, so we are able to distribute the 

traffic and the parking within those zones so so that people coming to the stadium are not all concentrated 

into one area or one corridor accessing the stadium. Would be leveraging other modes of transportation. For 

example, we are looking at water transportation as a potential way to get fans to the stadium without needing 

to actually walk up and down Alford Street, so there is a strong potential for that, which we'll get into details as 

part of the draft EIR, but also as part of the final EIR. We'll have a managed rideshare plan, where Uber and 

Lyft can be managed farther away from the site, so you're not, creating condition closer to the stadium. And 

there'll be a lot of pre-event communications, a lot of managing that happens before an event. For example, 

the concept of bundling parking vouchers with event tickets. So, when you're buying a concert ticket or a ticket 

for a soccer match. There will be the opportunity to incorporate or buy your parking voucher with it, and 

people will get the information about where exactly they'll be parking, and the routes that they will take to get 

to those places more efficiently. So these are all ways we use to manage the traffic flow to and from the site. 

The key, again, for this plan, which we refer to as the Event Transportation and parking management plan, is 

not meant to be a static plan. We'll continually monitor this as events progress at the stadium, and we'll 

continue to adapt and refine it as part of some provisions that are built into the CIA process. Then, obviously, 

we'll be continuing to coordinate with agencies as we go through the process, both during permitting, but also 

post-construction. The transportation study events that are covered. Approximately 4 events a year. Half of 

them would be soccer matches, half of them would be concerts. Quite a few of them would be on Saturdays, 

Saturday evenings, so it's and even the ones that happen occasionally during weekdays, these are all outside of 

the peak hours. A lot of these events start at 7.30 p.m. or later, so it's well outside of your commuter peak 

when people are driving or leaving the city to go home. Event sizes, as Brittany mentioned, for soccer matches, 

can be up to $25,000. 35,000 fans attending concert events. It doesn't mean that every one of those events 

would get up to those numbers, but we are looking at, like, the worst case or the maximum numbers that can 

be supported by the stadium. Other times of the year, there would be minimal operations and activity on the 

site, some operations and management folks that would be on the campus, on the stadium site, and 

occasional community events, like farmers markets, or graduations, or other smaller events that happen on a 

regular basis. From a transportation impact analysis perspective, we did look at a very significant area, so it 

wasn't just focused on looking at the immediate area surrounding the stadium. We looked at, you know, what 

you see in that bubble diagram to the left, a pretty big area, kind of centered around the stadium. Extending 

into Medford, Chelsea, Everett, Somerville, Charlestown, so we looked at several streets, intersections, major 

corridors, highway ramps, a lot of, transportation infrastructure there as part of our analysis. A lot of this was 

done in consultation with a working group that has been established by the mass DOT, the Department of 

Transportation, that's regularly attended by representatives from the City of Boston, City of Everett, META, As 

well as the folks, and networking groups actually help. The process that we'll be following to prepare the 

transportation study, the assumptions that go into it, and what exactly comes out of the analysis. So it was all 

being defined and developed in consultation with the working group committee. And the team itself, you 

know, is from Foxboro, obviously, so we have a lot of experience operating the facilities. The stadium, the 

Gillette Stadium, the MLS soccer matches, the concerts. It's the same team that's working on this project, 

bringing all the technical know-how that can happen for us. So, for example, one of the data points that we 

used in the study that you see in the top right, it's more of travel. So it's not just about cars, right? So we have 
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we're actually going to be relying a lot on public transportation, given that we are very close to the orange line, 

there's a lot of pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure that is available in this area, so we actually looked at 

Various modes of travel, and how each mode of travel can be used to support the transportation needs for the 

site. Again, a lot of this information has been embedded through the through the working group, organized by 

MassDOT. I mentioned transit, so we actually work very closely with the MBTA to look at transit services that 

serve this area. Not just the orange line, you see the three stations, on the on the graphic here, the Sullivan 

Square Station Assembly, as well as Wellington. But we are looking at, opportunities for fans to use the 

commuter rail, the future Silver Line extension that's going to go through the city, the 109 bus. There's all 

kinds, all modes of transit services that are available through this area. We are looking at, those services 

supporting the transportation needs of the fans, but not in a personal automobile. In addition to that, we are 

looking at various Various improvements that have been planned in this area, so the Rutherford Avenue 

improvements that you have heard of. There is a new pedestrian bridge that's being planned over the Mystic 

River. There's a new commuter rail station that's being considered. Rule 16 has a project that's being, 

considered by MassDOT. And then there are a whole lot of Planned development projects in the area. For 

example, the Docklands project, the hotels being planned by the casino. So we're taking all of this into account, 

and so essentially the transportation study, it's not Stand-alone analysis for the stadium. We are building on all 

of the analysis that have been done for these other projects in the area. We're accounting for the cumulative 

impact of all these projects. Looking at, based on that analysis, looking at transportation, both from an 

automobile perspective, as well as transit perspective, we've developed an event traffic and parking 

management plan that I alluded to earlier, which is, again, the plan focuses on four zones, four, labeled zones 

that you see on this graphic. Each zone has its own plan that comes with it. It's a combination of looking at 

physical improvements. It could be things like sidewalk changes. Crosswalk improvements, signalization, but it 

also includes things like pedestrian and bicycle enhancements, looking at, ways to incentivize other modes of 

transportation instead of just riding People taking a personal automobile. And if they're taking a personal 

automobile, what are the ways to encourage people to travel to their parking areas without, for example, 

traveling to Sullivan Square? They don't need to be traveling through Sullivan Square. So there are various 

strategies that are built into the event parking traffic management plan. There'll be a lot of advanced 

messaging, signage, real-time monitoring, and various features that are built into the plan to manage the 

traffic flow associated with the project. One of the things, actually, what we show on this graphic, if you have 

heard, MBTA is planning a lower Broadway Transit Enhancement project, where they're coming through and 

making changes to Crawford Street and Lower Broadway. To accommodate, bus lanes on the road. And the top 

portion of the left side of this graphic shows What the Alford Street Bridge, for example, looks like today. It's 

two lanes in each direction, with bike lanes and sidewalks on each side, and the bottom left side of the graphic 

Shows what it will look like in the future after the MBTA project is completed, where all traffic angular traffic is 

moved to the right side, automobile traffic is moved to the right side of the median. And then the left side of 

the median would be used or repurposed for bus lanes, bicycle lanes, and a sidewalk. And that provides us an 

opportunity to actually leverage some of those movements to accommodate the flow of elements that's 

coming from Sullivan Square up to the stadium. Again, so each of these improvements had certain 

transportation elements, and we're taking those into account as we advance the transportation plan for the 

project. The next two slides, which I'll be wrapping up with, show, the zones that I mentioned. Zone A is the 

area right around the stadium, so that's that's in Everett for primarily. And it shows a series of roadway, traffic 

improvements, sidewalk enhancements, crosswalk changes, various access improvements that are planned for 

the stadium in the immediate vicinity of the site itself. Zone B, which looks at, you know, going 
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counterclockwise, the area and the Gateway Center. There will be ways to access the site by foot via the 

harbor wall, with the potential for, Plans to get dropped off by an Uber and Lyft by the Gateway Center. 

There'll be parking at the Gateway Center, should someone choose to drive there. 

Brittany Gesner | VHB: Zone C would be in Somerville. That covers a pretty large area, including the Assembly 

Road. Again, there would be ways to for fans who park in that area, or use the public transportation in that 

area to actually walk to the stadium, either via the new pedestrian bridge over Mystic River, or coming down, 

and using the sidewalk system through Sullivan Square to access the stadium. Visconti? Was a big focus area of 

analysis during the community impact agreement process, and we have these imbalances built into the CIA 

documentation. To control traffic, to control parking, to get pedestrians safely and between the stadium and 

the zone without impacting traffic. In this area, and onset tracking ones. So again, all of these will be built in 

the VHB plan. There'll be a lot more details about each of these features in the document. 

[42:44] Water, wastewater, climate, and emissions 

Brittany Gesner | VHB: Yeah, thanks. Thank you, Vinoda. Chapter 7 of the DEIR will focus on the water and 

wastewater and potential impacts of the project. It is worth noting that the proponent has been meeting with 

the MWRA and the City of Everett and Boston Water and Sewer Commission regularly to discuss the existing 

water and wastewater infrastructure on and around the site. From a water perspective, there is existing 

municipal water provided in both Alford Street and in Dexter Street north of the property. This, Everett is an 

MWRA community, so the water is provided to both Everett and the City of Boston by the MWRA, whereas the 

City of Everett and or the City of Boston owns the water mains that are located within each of their municipal 

streets. The project proposes to connect a brand new water service connection to both Alford Street and to 

Dexter Street, and then we'll loop our water line within our site. The project proposes to provide efficient, low-

flow water fixtures in native and drought-tolerant landscape species. To reduce the water demand that the 

project will have on the municipal infrastructure. While there may be peak demands due to the 40 events per 

year. The majority of the time, the daily water uses will be very low from the project, using only the 

administration building and the retail store on-site. From a wastewater perspective, there's existing 

wastewater infrastructure in Alford Street and in Dexter Street. The project proposes a gravity connection to 

discharge sanitary sewer to each of those connections each of those existing mains in Alford and Dexter Street. 

Again, as I mentioned previously, the daily wastewater discharges, the majority of the year for the project 

could be extremely low, with a very small admin building and retail store on site, and then the peak discharges 

would be limited to the 40 full-size events per year. The project will propose fully separate stormwater systems 

to reduce, to eliminate any risk of combined sewer discharges here on the site. I'll pass my colleagues, we'll 

discuss the resiliency improvements that will be proposed by the project to protect the neighborhood, and 

then we'll discuss greenhouse gas modeling that we're doing as part of the project. 

Brittany Gesner | VHB: Hi, everyone. I'm Morgan Beals, I'm a Water Resources Engineer at VHB, and like 

Brittany said, I'll be talking about the first part of the Climate Change Chapter, Chapter 8. Alright, so as has 

been mentioned, the project site is located along the Mystic River, so it's along a tidally influenced portion of 

the Mystic River, so the Existing site, as well as the surrounding area, are vulnerable to coastal storm flooding, 

particularly when we look at future coastal, storm surge scenarios with sea level rise projections. And, so you 

can see in this graphic here some of the Incoming, coastal storm event, during a 2070 extreme storm event. 

And so the the project site, as it exists, with the existing clearing, acts as a flood pathway, Allowing floodwaters 

through the site, through the Everett substation, and along Alford Street. So as part of this project, we 
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developed a hydraulic model to evaluate future coastal storm events. Including the 2070 event, and we looked 

at both existing and proposed conditions, and evaluating or evaluating potential changes in flow paths, 

velocities, and flood extents, on the project site and surrounding area between existing and proposed 

conditions. 

Brittany Gesner | VHB: So the project site is proposing a flood protection barrier that's incorporated into the 

waterfront Park design. So this will provide will cut off that flow path that we were looking at in the previous 

slide during those Extreme coastal storm events, into the future, and provide flood resiliency for the site, as 

well as, for the surrounding area, you know, including Alford Street. And, this project's being designed in the 

context of other, resiliency, planning that's going on in the area, so Okay, so there's the, the Mystic and Charles 

Regional Coastal Interventions Analysis and Alford Street Harbor and Flood Resilience Project to the west, the 

Island and River Flood Resilience Project to the east. So this the project site is being designed in the context of 

these and, helping to support, the broader resiliency flood resiliency planning in the area. Yeah, the existing 

site is relatively Low-lying, so the proposed design raises the waterfront park, to provide that flood protection. 

And so, yeah, as I mentioned, this provides flood protection for the project site, but also for the surrounding 

area, you know, cutting off that flow path into city into the city during Future coastal storm events. And the 

the barrier here, you can see it in the graphic here, the footprint of that, and it's integrated into the waterfront 

Park, and it ties into high ground under Side of the site, and, that enables, future projects to tie into this 

barrier, the potential for that, and To contribute to that. With a, broader flood facility initiatives. Beautiful. So, 

as I mentioned, we did the, hydraulic modeling and flow path analysis, and, we see that this the continuous 

flood protection barrier within the waterfront Park blocks that significant existing flood pathway through the 

project site during large coastal storm events. It protects Alford Street and the Eversource substation from 

flooding during smaller, coastal events, and then it delays flooding of Alford Street and the Eversource 

substation during, 2070, coastal storm conditions. And as I mentioned, it ties into high ground and provides 

that opportunity for, community flood protection projects. To extend into this barrier in the future. And our, 

our modeling found that maximum flood extents and flood depths are generally similar between, existing and 

proposed conditions across the broader study area during that 27-day extreme storm event, and that, as well, 

maximum velocities are generally consistent. Between existing and proposed conditions, with the exception of 

a few, isolated locations during that 2070 event. 

Brittany Gesner | VHB: Hi everyone, I'm Mark Arnoldy. I'm a Senior Air Quality Engineer in VHB. I'm here 

tonight to talk about the greenhouse gas and air quality emissions analysis that'll be presented in the DEIR 

filing. We're gonna start with stationary source emissions, which are the emissions that occur from building 

energy use. The electricity and natural gas consumption in the building. So you'll find in the DEIR an extensive 

energy modeling and emissions analysis that we did in With the MEPA greenhouse gas policy. The project itself 

is designed to be energy efficient. It's going to exceed the requirements of the Stretch Energy Code, which is 

the building code that governs the design of the stadium. It's going to maximize electrification, where feasible, 

and use electric heating systems throughout the building. And the proponent and the project are engaging 

with nearby developers and local community organizations to further the study of a renewable district energy 

system in the area, in hopes that one day the stadium might be able to connect to such a system. In the DEIR, 

you'll find a series of feasibility assessments of design alternatives that were requested by the Department of 

Energy Resources through our coordination with them. 
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Brittany Gesner | VHB: Emission assessment is the total source emissions, or the emissions that occur from 

vehicles traveling to and from the project area. This assessment is based on data from the transportation 

analysis, and covers a large geographic region, as depicted in the slide. It studies both existing and future 

conditions. Included a no-build scenario, where the project is not constructed, a build scenario, where the 

project is constructed. And a mitigated scenario where the project is constructed and proposed mitigation 

measures are incorporated. It will consider emissions from a variety of sources, including vehicles coming in 

parking. Vehicles picking and dropping up off, people, shuttle buses and trucks. 

Brittany Gesner | VHB: And per event basis. Typically, in the MEPA process, you would only consider annual 

emissions, but because we know we will have peak event days, we've considered emissions that will occur 

during the course of a concert day and a soccer game day. The DEIR will, evaluate mobile source emissions that 

occur adjacent to environmental justice populations. And we'll propose a list of mitigation measures to reduce 

mobile source emissions that were evaluated and determined in coordination with the traffic study. I'll turn it 

back over here. Thank you. We are almost done. Everyone's still with me? The final technical chapter included 

in the DEIR will be focused on the construction period of the project. So we do consider the potential 

environmental impacts of construction, and how that may affect the surrounding community. That will be 

detailed in Chapter 9. We are anticipating approximately one construction phase for the project. We expect 

the entirety of the stadium and the waterfront park to be constructed in about a 24-month period. That will 

commence after the existing power plant is decommissioned and fully, fully demoed. So first, we have to get 

through permitting, then the power plant will be demoed, and then we can commence the 24-month 

construction period. As would be noted in the construction period chapter, we will be managing temporary 

construction impacts through LSP oversight, soil erosion and sedimentation controls, noise controls, dust and 

emission controls. Ultra-low sulfur diesel fuel, equipment anti-idling requirements. Truck access, and 

construction, waste reduction, and recycling. Alrighty, now we can get to the fun stuff. So just a summary, we 

look forward to proposing a new Major League Soccer stadium here in the city of Everett, including a 4-acre, 

publicly accessible waterfront park. As part of this project, we will provide over $130 million of economic 

benefit To Everett, Boston, and the greater region. We will improve the environmental conditions of the site 

compared to the existing conditions. We will provide public waterfront access to an area of the Mystic River 

that has not been accessible by the public for nearly a century. We'll increase resiliency to the neighborhood 

north of our site from potential future coastal impacts of sea level rise. We'll improve stormwater 

management, And water quality discharge to the Mystic River. By adding more than 3 acres of pervious 

landscaped area, we will reduce heat island effect of the site. And this project is consistent with the regional 

and city planning for this portion of the City of Everett. As I mentioned at the beginning of this presentation, 

we are currently preparing all of the analyses that we've described tonight. Those will be submitted to the 

state for public review as we get into October and November. We look forward to having once we have five of 

that document, and you have an opportunity to look at it, we look forward to hosting another public meeting 

so that we can discuss the actual content of that document, and answer any questions you may have. There 

will be a 30-day public comment period on that document. Then we will, hopefully receive a certificate from 

the state, and then that will allow us to move into the third phase of paper review, which will occur in early 

2027. As I also mentioned previously, there will be a separate but concurrent City of Everett public review 

process that will also be occurring over the next 6 months. So that concludes our formal presentation. We're 

surprisingly right on time, which is pretty impressive. We are happy to take questions from folks in person, as 

well as folks that are online. With that, I will start with the folks that are in person, and then we can switch to 
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online. Is there anybody here in person who might have a question about anything we presented, or anything 

that we might not have presented? Okay? Let us know if that changes. Alan, do we have any questions online? 

[58:55] Public Q&A 

Alan Belniak | VHB: At the moment, no, but I just want to remind people, if you'd like to raise there's a raised 

hand, I was going to remind people, if you'd like to raise your hand, you might need to click the More button to 

look for the raised hand feature. Sometimes it's bundled in with another Icon, it all depends on what version of 

Zoom you have. You can also use the Q&A button and type your question in if you like. At the moment, I don't 

see any hands up. We'll give it a moment, I'll flip it back to you, Brittany, to see if there's anyone else in the 

room. 

Brittany Gesner | VHB: There is not, so we might give this another few minutes, otherwise 

Alan Belniak | VHB: We do have one raised hand on our side, and this is Breanne, and Breanne, you should 

now Have the ability to unmute your mic, and you've got a couple minutes to share your comments. 

Breanne Frank: Hi, thank you so much. This is Breanne Frank. I'm with Conservation Law Foundation. We've 

been very involved in the project so far and look forward to submitting Breanne Frank: formal comments when 

the DEIR is released. I wanted to ask, a couple of questions. First, about the heat resilience for the project site. 

You mentioned that it will mitigate Breanne Frank: the urban heat island, and I was wondering, what that's 

going to look like. Breanne Frank: And then a second question I have is whether you looked into stadium 

electrification at all in the scope of the DEIR. 

Brittany Gesner | VHB: Great, thank you for your questions. So from a heat resilience perspective, we are 

proposing to add more than 3.5 acres of pervious area to the property. So by reducing pavement and adding 

grass and vegetations and trees. That will inherently reduce the heat island effect from the property. Most of 

that vegetation will be in the waterfront park, including shading, shading vegetation. The waterfront park will 

be on the south side of the site, so there'll be lots of sun exposure, which is great. However, we are, cognizant 

of the potential heat impacts of that. So we are very focused on providing as much shading as possible in that 

waterfront park, to reduce that heat effect in the park and to increase comfort. And I will pass it off to Mark to 

discuss potential electrification. Hi, so for electrification, we've we've done a very thorough look of all the 

systems out there. And we've included, or electrified, most of the stadium as much as we have found feasible 

at this stage, including all of the space heating throughout the stadium. In the DEIR, you'll find numerous 

energy modeling and feasibility assessments related to electrification of the various systems that go into the 

stadium. And you can see, the cost analyses and the energy reductions and the GHG reductions associated 

with all of those analyses when that document is released. Thank you, Mark. 

Brittany Gesner | VHB: Alan, I'm not seeing any questions here. I don't know if there's any more online. 

Alan Belniak | VHB: Yep, we have a couple. We've got a couple hands raised and some text questions in the 

Q&A. We'll start with a Q&A question, and also just a reminder for the folks who do have their hands raised 

when you get your opportunity to speak. Just be mindful that we have live interpretation going on. First 

question in the Q&A comes from Andrew G, and Andrew asks, could you go back to the construction schedule 

slide? 
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Brittany Gesner | VHB: I don't know if I had a construction schedule slide, but I can speak to it. So, I might 

have had a, herb legs. Just as far as the next 6 months, we anticipate submitting the DEIR to the state at the 

end of October. That will then go public in the middle of November. Commencing a 30-day public review 

process. Concurrent with that, we will likely be commencing the City of Everett permitting process. So we 

anticipate a number of public meetings with the City of Everett throughout this winter related to this project. 

We hope that demo would be able to advance shortly after the completion of the permitting process, and then 

once demo of the existing power plant is complete, there'll be approximately a 24-month construction 

schedule for the stadium. Depending on the timing of permitting and demo, that will influence the actual 

construction time of the project. 

Alan Belniak | VHB: Great. Thank you, Brittany. We will take one more Text-based question, and then I'll flip it 

back to you. Also, to note. We do have one person online joining via telephone. If you would like to raise your 

hand, press star 9, and that will send a command to me that you'd like to speak, and we'll take care of it that 

way. The next test text question comes from Josh Joshua C. Joshua writes, Hi Karl, is the planned stadium going 

to have a grass playing service? 

Brittany Gesner | VHB: Yes, the stadium will have a natural grass, playing surface. 

Alan Belniak | VHB: Okay, thank you for that. Any hands raised in the room before I go back online, Brittany? 

Brittany Gesner | VHB: Yeah. 

Alan Belniak | VHB: Okay, next we will go to Chris M. Chris, you should now be able to unmute your mic, and 

you've got a couple minutes to share your thoughts with us. 

Chris Mancini: Thanks so much! My name's Chris Mancini, I'm the Executive Director of Save the Harbor, Save 

the Bay, and we have been following especially the independently run park, public park process. So I have two 

questions. One's very procedural, but once that park Chris Mancini: engagement process that ends, I believe, 

next Thursday is the final meeting. Will that part of the project just then be folded into the overall, Chris 

Mancini: construction of the whole of the whole stadium. And then second, on the flood resiliency, material, 

obviously this represents a fantastic opportunity to address this particular flood pathway, elevate the area, and 

protect this area. Chris Mancini: I'm curious if the team is in any type of formal or informal conversation with 

the abutting property owners, since obviously water will not Chris Mancini: obey the, property boundaries. So, 

if there's any if there has been or intends to be any conversation, or coordination that way, or with the City of 

Boston, as they're going through the their climate plan with the Army Corps of Engineers, which obviously ends 

at the Everett border. 

Brittany Gesner | VHB: Sure, thank you for those two questions. So the first question about the park process, 

at this time, it is the formal, public waterfront park review process is anticipated to complete next week. 

However, as you noted, it would be incorporated into the larger project. We will have quite a number of public 

meetings with the City of Everett as we get through, site planning review with the Planning Board and the 

Notice of Intent process with the Conservation Commission all throughout December and January. So there 

will be more opportunities to provide input on the project, and if the public Mentions that they would like to 

continue to discuss potential programming in the Waterfront Park. We are certainly open to any and all 

continued suggestions. Related to the second item regarding resiliency and how we handle, raising land 

beyond our property. On the western side of our property, we are tying into the elevated Alford Street Bridge. 
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We are aware of a potential project that is being proposed by others, including an extension of the Harbor 

Walk, which could potentially elevate land as you get west of the Alford Street Bridge and continue that raised 

barrier. That project is outside of the scope of this project, but we are definitely considering that project, and 

its potential benefits. To connecting to our barrier. On the east side, there is an active power plant. And, we we 

are not in active discussions about any raising of that site, but I do anticipate if any future development of that 

property may occur, then they would likely have to connect into our race barrier. But unfortunately, once we 

get beyond our property line, there's not much that we can do. Thank you. 

Alan Belniak | VHB: Okay Alright, thank you, Chris. Next, hand raise is Carl A. Karl, you should be able to take 

yourself off mute and share your thoughts. 

Karl Alexander: Hi, can you hear me okay? 

Alan Belniak | VHB: Yes, we can. 

Karl Alexander: Okay, great. Hi everyone, Karl Alexander, Senior Manager for Greenways at the Mystic River 

Watershed Association. Our mission is to protect and restore the Mystic River and its tributaries. 

Alan Belniak | VHB: And Karl Karl just one said, just remember we've got some interpreters online, if you could 

slow down just a bit. 

Karl Alexander: Yeah, I'll slow down. 

Alan Belniak | VHB: Okay. 

Karl Alexander: So I'll start over. Karl Alexander: Hi everyone, Karl Alexander, Senior Manager for Greenways at 

the Mystic River Watershed Association. Our mission is to protect and restore the Mystic River and its 

tributaries. Karl Alexander: I just want to show my appreciation for the Craft Group, the Revolution, and the 

entire project team for their professionalism and collaboration to date, both with public and non-government 

stakeholders through this permitting and design process. We've had the opportunity to engage in the 

independent advisory group process for the waterfront Park design. Karl Alexander: And are really, pleasantly 

surprised, or we are, grateful to see, that, several community planning and visioning efforts that we've 

spearheaded, including our Mystic Greenway Strategic Plan and Lower Mystic Waterfront Vision Plans, have 

really, kind of been reflected positively in the waterfront Park's design, so just wanted to show my 

appreciation Karl Alexander: for that. Karl Alexander: I also just wanted to note, especially the significant 

benefits that the project's going to bring in relation to flood resilience, open space provisions, economic 

development for the region, Karl Alexander: I also, as Brittany noted, the construction and elevation of the 

Alford Harborwalk is a project for which we look forward to being active Karl Alexander: contributors and 

potentially proponents to. I look forward to continuing to engage on that effort. Breanne actually took my one 

question, regarding urban heat, so I'm glad you've answered that, and look forward to that information being 

incorporated into the DEIR filing, as this is a wicked hot area, as our research is aptly titled. Karl Alexander: I 

think the, you know, one of the biggest, you know, externalities this project is probably going to, you know, 

kind of Karl Alexander: have a really strong lens on, and it's not just this project, it's, you know, large-scale 

development on the entire lower Broadway corridor, and Everett is related to the transportation plan. It's 

great to see additional details provided this evening. And I think, you know, what we're hoping for as an 

organization, right, is we're not adversely impacting, negatively impacting, Everett of both Everett and 
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municipalities throughout Karl Alexander: of the region. Karl Alexander: It's really great to see the multimodal 

efforts being, put forward, including, kind of. Karl Alexander: evaluating and including water transportation 

and deep water docks into the waterfront park design, and really look forward to the proponent to be a really 

strong, collaborator and being involved on improving multimodality along Alford Street as such a critical 

project for the area. So again, thanks, Breanne, for collaborating on that question. Karl Alexander: I've also 

been curious about electrification as well, and thank you so much. Looking forward to continuing to engage on 

this process. Good night. 

Alan Belniak | VHB: Thank you, Karl. 

Alan Belniak | VHB: Brittany, just before I continue, just checking with you, anyone in the room with their 

hand raised? 

Brittany Gesner | VHB: Nope, not at the moment. Oh, yes, of course, we do. 

Alan Belniak | VHB: Great. 

Brittany Gesner | VHB: I don't have a question. I just want to say thank you for the project. I'm a big soccer 

fan, and when I heard about the project maybe years, 4 or 5, 6 years ago, and I said, no, the way I'm hearing 

things, there were a couple that occur in Everett. So, I'm just hoping maybe the next, Not only in World Cup, 

but you know what I have learned? There are several Armenian tournaments that Europe, some European 

countries, European teams do in the States. So, several years ago, I think Barcelona was in Boston, so they are 

those games that they play in several parts of the country. So, if they ever have those, mini, tournaments, can 

they occur in Everett? Or is the stadium a bit exclusively for, the refs? 

Alan Belniak | VHB: Excellent. 

Brittany Gesner | VHB: Thank you, for the question, and thank you for being on Great Soccer team. No, our 

mission would be to have other software gear as well, so, International soccer would be a big part of this. 

There's not a lot of that. It's not like we can have 10 of those games a year. It would be something like 1 or 2, 

hopefully every year. There are European tournaments, but there are a lot of tournaments related to 

CONCACAP, which is our region, so you're talking about Caribbean nations, Central American nations. Those 

are the types of things I think we could get, plus, you know, other Other things from time to time as well. So, 

that could be the U.S. men's and women's national teams are good examples of games that we might get from 

time to time. So, yeah, we would love to bring international soccer, and certainly, as we think about that, we'll 

think about the surrounding communities and sort of what are the teams that would be most interesting from 

there. So, that would be our hope. Dude. Thank you, Brian. Any other questions in the room? Alan, anything 

online? 

Alan Belniak | VHB: Sure, we've got a few more texts and another hand raised, so we'll start with, the Q&A. 

Comes from, Joshua C. again. Writes, secondly, where are we at with the other traffic mitigation measures 

presented? Assembly pedestrian bridge, Alford Street Improvements. And MBTA Silver Line Extension, will any 

be complete by 2029? 

Brittany Gesner | VHB: Thank you. So, through the working group process, in consultation with the 

Massachusetts Department of Transportation and the MBTA, It is our understanding that we have actually 

been directed by the agencies to assume that, for example, the Mystic River Medestian Bridge Would be in 
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place by 2029. And the same thing with the Lower Broadway Transit Enhancement Project. There's one of the 

slides where it showed the cross-section. The before and after, the MBTA's plan is to have those lower 

Broadway transit enhancements with the bus lanes completed by 2029. So, a lot of these improvements that 

we talk about Would be in place by the time the stadium is open. But also, there are certain things, like the 

Rutherford Avenue project that would be on a longer timeline beyond the opening date of the stadium, and so 

working with the working group, established by MassDFT, we are looking at analyses On day one, knowing 

what improvements could be in place on day one of the stadium opening, but also we are looking at the future 

conditions. By 2035, most of the improvements that are listed, that'll be listed in the draft DEIR are completed. 

But some of the ones that you specifically mentioned. Should be in place, according to the state agencies, by 

2029. Thank you. 

Alan Belniak | VHB: Okay. Thank you, Vinod. Give me one moment. All right, this one is just a comment. It's 

from Chris M, and Chris, you spoke a moment ago, I apologize if you said this, I didn't hear it. Commenting to 

Andrew's question, Chris did recall seeing a slide about the single 24-month construction phase. So just 

commenting on that to you, Brittany. Okay, Next, we have a hand raise from Jason R. Jason, you should be able 

to unmute your line and share your comments with us. 

Jason Rundle: Thank you. Jason Rundle: My name is Jason Rundle, and I am the Harbor Walk Manager at 

Boston Harbor Now. Really appreciate, the work of this proponent to engage communities and organizations 

around Jason Rundle: Our waterfront in this project, and excited to see a publicly accessible waterfront with 

harbor walk and open space Jason Rundle: In an area that has been blocked off from this community for many, 

many years. Jason Rundle: I have a question about the water transportation, and how it relates to this project. 

I think the Jason Rundle: presentation mentions water shuttles, and I know that water transportation is 

included in this presentation as well, but can the team clarify what capacity they're thinking these water 

transportation vessels will have, and speak to the viability of this site? Jason Rundle: for high-capacity ferries. 

Thank you so much. 

Brittany Gesner | VHB: Thank you for the question. I'll start and look at the team if there are additional details 

that are needed. So, at this stage of the process, again, we are investigating, exploring the potential for water 

transportation. There's obviously with the dock and the waterfront Park and the amenities that are being 

designed into the project, there is definitely an opportunity to incorporate water transportation. But we 

understand there are certain limitations and challenges that we need to look at closely. The state MBTA is 

actually looking at a separate study, independent of what we're talking about for improving water 

transportation in the area. So at this stage, for the draft DEIR, we have assumed some very nominal water 

transportation along the Boston Harbor, should, you know, for example, like, like the Charlotte currently, Bring 

certain fans to the casino, for example. We have a very modest assumption at this stage, but I know that the 

project team is in conversations with shadow operators. Who can actually provide, vessels that can carry a 

significant amount of passengers, upwards of 400, 500 passengers at a time. But again, a lot of the details need 

to be worked out, so at the draft DIR stage that we are in. We are assuming a nominal usage of the water 

transportation feature, with the hope that by the time we get through the FBIR stage, and also prior to actually 

opening the stadium, that there will be a much more robust water transportation feature that can take fans off 

of the street and help them get to the stadium more efficiently via water. But more details are yet to come on 

that from that aspect of the project. 
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Alan Belniak | VHB: We know why you still have the microphone Jason just followed up with, would water 

transportation be just for event days? 

Brittany Gesner | VHB: So, could you repeat that, Adam? 

Alan Belniak | VHB: Sure. Jason asks, would the water transportation be available just on, days where there's 

events? 

Brittany Gesner | VHB: Again, that is TBD, we are coordinating with the MBTA to see if there is an opportunity 

to integrate the water transportation feature for shuttle transportation using water shuttles on non-event 

days, but again, that needs to be incorporated into larger plans, system-wide plans that the MBTA has for 

water shuttles. So I wouldn't say that that's excluded at this stage. I mean, that still, needs further 

conversations and discussions with, MassDOT and NETA. Currently, our focus has been to figure out how many 

fans can we efficiently move along the water on event days and game days. So that's what we're focused on 

right now, but in terms of expanding that for other uses on non-game days as regular commuting option, that's 

yet to be determined. 

Alan Belniak | VHB: Okay. Jason, thanks you for that follow-on. Appreciate that. Okay, Brittany, anyone else in 

the room? We've got just a few more over here, but I want to sort of go back and forth. 

Brittany Gesner | VHB: Looks like we're all set here. 

Alan Belniak | VHB: Okay, we've got two more questions in the Q&A pod at the moment. Microphone, I think, 

probably goes back to Vinode again. This one's from Andrew G, and Andrew writes, did you study the 

transportation impact of the New Mystic New Mystic River Bridge? I think we touched upon that. And what 

were the findings, such as walking from the bridge to the stadium, how much it will be used in during events? 

Brittany Gesner | VHB: So that's that's a great question. So, initially, when we started this process, early 2025, 

or even before that, the the timeline for the Mystic Everett Pedestrian Bridge was not yet fully established. So 

we were looking at alternate ways, for example, having fans walking down the Draw 7 Park shared use path 

that runs along the south side of the Mystic River, and then they would walk up the Alford Street Bridge from 

that point on, and then cross in front of the stadium. But now that we have an actual date completion date of 

2029 for that bridge, that actually makes the travel, for example, from assembly Row A lot more efficient and a 

lot more attractive for fans. Should you be coming from the north on the Orangeland, for example, it's a very 

convenient walk to get off at the assembly station, and then use this new Mystic Pedestrian Bridge to the 

harbor walk And to the stadium crossing Alford Street. So we did a lot of the analysis, and we call it the walk 

shed associated with the stadium. We have a lot of that analysis with GIS mapping showing the exact paths 

and routes people would take, and we believe that it would serve as a great amenity for pedestrians traveling 

between, especially Assembly Row and the site. With fans who may already be on the Harbor Walk coming 

down from the Gateway Center area. So it will be a very heavily used feature based on our analysis of the 

walking times and how it relates to, for example, a walk along Alford Street coming up from Sullivan Square. 

Thank you. 

Alan Belniak | VHB: Excellent. Thank you, Vinod. At the moment, we've got one more question in the Q&A, 

and no raised hands, so we'll take this one. This one comes from, Breanne, and she asks. Will there be any 
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public workshops or topic-based hearings between now and the close of the DEIR public comment period? And 

will there be a site visit during the DEIR review period? 

Brittany Gesner | VHB: At this point, we are not anticipating topic-focused workshops. We are anticipating 

one more public meeting similar to this one, once we file the DEIR. Depending upon turnout and public 

response, we are more than happy to continue to collaborate with the public. But at this point, we're not 

anticipating topic-focused workshops. Regarding a site visit, because of the existing condition of the existing 

site, it is a decommissioned power plant, an industrial facility, that has basically just shuttered its doors. It is 

not safe to invite the public onto the site. That said, if there are specific organizations that deem that a site 

walk would be helpful. Well, we're happy to have that discussion, but we're not anticipating a public site walk, 

given the current conditions of the site. 

Alan Belniak | VHB: Okay, thank you, Brittany. Doing one more scan of what I can see here. I don't see any 

open questions in the Q&A module, and I do not see Any raised hands at the moment, so I'll turn it back to you 

to survey the room. 

Brittany Gesner | VHB: And need further input from those that are in person? 

Brittany Gesner | VHB: Not seeing any, Alan? 

Alan Belniak | VHB: Okay, last scan here, no one else here, so I think On my side, that closes it up. 

[1:27:22] Closing remarks 

Brittany Gesner | VHB: Well, on behalf of the New England Revolution and the Craft Group, we very much 

appreciate everybody's participation today and the opportunity to share some of the exciting work we're doing 

around this very exciting project. As was mentioned at the beginning. Please feel free to submit any comments 

or questions that you may have to either the project team or to the state MEPA reviewer, Eva Vaughn. Her 

information is provided in this deck, which will be provided on our project website, as well as on the fact 

sheets up by the front door. This is just the beginning of the conversation. We look forward to continuing to 

work with you guys over the coming months and years. And have a great evening, and go Revs! 

Alan Belniak | VHB: Thank you, everyone, for joining, and special thanks to our language interpreters for the 

evening, and everyone have a good night. 


