
As of August 1, 2026 
 
Any funds collected from fines will be reinvested into player development initiatives 
focused on increasing access to play. Funds will be allocated at the discretion of 
PDev. 

Clubs should contact MLS NEXT Staff or reference the 2026-27 MLS NEXT Allstate 
Homegrown Division Fine Structure sent to all clubs for specific fine amounts. 

 

Competition 

• Failure to play regular-season matches 

o May result in a fine per match. 

o Repeated or significant violations may result in disqualification from the 
playoffs for all teams at the club. 

o Exceptions may apply for COVID-19, weather, safety-related match 
abandonment, or other circumstances approved by MLS NEXT staff. 

• Significant changes to match time or location 

o Changes to venue, kickoff time, or date during the season may result in a 
fine. 

o Changes made within one week of the match may result in a higher fine 
and potential reimbursement of additional travel expenses for the 
visiting team. 

o Weather-related changes are excluded. 

• Failure to submit fixture details during designated negotiation windows 

o Failure to submit complete fixture information may result in a fine per 
fixture. 

o Partial fixture submissions may result in a fine per match. 



• Failure to attend MLS NEXT events or participate in qualifying/playoff 
matches 

o Removing a confirmed club or team from an optional event after the 
registration deadline may result in a fine. 

o Failure to attend a mandatory event may result in a fine per qualifying 
team. 

o Failure to play qualifying, playoff, or scheduled event matches while 
already attending the event may result in a fine per match. 

o Exceptions may apply for COVID-19, weather, safety-related 
abandonment, or other circumstances approved by MLS NEXT staff. 

• Failure to upload quality match video on time 

o Penalties increase with each offense. 

o Repeated violations may result in additional sanctions, including 
possible point reductions. 

• Outside competition / high school participation 

o Clubs that permit Primary Players to participate in outside competition 
or high school soccer without MLS NEXT approval may receive 
escalating penalties. 

o Repeated violations can result in significant club-level sanctions and 
additional consequences for the club and player, including possible 
removal from the MLS NEXT Homegrown Division. 

Registration 

• Roster rule violations 

o Clubs that fail to comply with roster rules may be subject to penalties. 

o Violations include: 

 Players without the required designation. 



 Future or guest players participating in too many matches. 

 Unapproved late developers. 

 Having too many overage players. 

o Penalties may vary based on the type and extent of the violation. 

Partner Obligations 

• Clubs must comply with partner-related requirements, including required 
patches, adidas match balls, and other designated responsibilities. 

• Repeated failures to meet these obligations result in escalating penalties and 
may lead to additional sanctions. 

• Clubs that have not received required materials should contact Emilio Gulati so 
they can fulfill their responsibilities. 

adidas Footwear Compliance — MLS Academies Only 

• The first violation results in a written warning. 

• Subsequent violations result in escalating penalties per player. 

• Continued violations may result in additional increases in penalties. 

Player Movement Protocol 

• Violations of the Player Movement Protocol may result in penalties, potentially 
up to the applicable maximum. 

Qualified Medical Professional 

• Every home club must provide a Qualified Medical Professional (QMP) for all 
matches, as required by the MLS NEXT Allstate Homegrown Division Safety & 
Wellbeing Policy. 

• Failure to provide a QMP may result in a penalty per match. 

 


