As of August 1, 2026

Any funds collected from fines will be reinvested into player development initiatives
with a focus on increasing access to play. Funds will be allocated at the discretion of
PDev.

Clubs should contact their designated League Operator or reference the 2026-27

MLS NEXT Academy Division Fine Structure sent to all clubs for specific fine amounts.
Competition

o Clubs must play all scheduled regular-season matches. Repeated failures may
result in playoff disqualification.

« Significant changes to a match’s venue, kickoff time, or date may result in
penalties, with greater consequences for changes made within one week of the
match.

o Clubs must submit fixture details during the required Fall and Spring Fixture
Negotiation Windows.

e Clubs and teams must attend required MLS NEXT events and play all
qualifying, playoff, and scheduled event matches.

o Quality match video must be uploaded by 12:00 PM ET on the Tuesday
following each match. Repeated failures result in escalating penalties and may
lead to additional sanctions, including point reductions.

« Primary Players may not participate in outside competition without Operator
approval. Repeated violations can result in escalating club sanctions and
potentially removal from the MLS NEXT Academy Division.

o Exceptions may apply for COVID-19, weather, safety-related match
abandonment, or other circumstances approved by Operator/PDev.

Partner Obligations

o Clubs must properly comply with MLS NEXT patch requirements.
» Repeated failures may result in escalating penalties and additional sanctions.
o Clubs that have not received their patches should contact their Operator.

Qualified Medical Professional



Every home club must provide a Qualified Medical Professional (QMP) for
every match in accordance with the MLS NEXT Academy Division Safety &

Wellbeing Policy.
Failure to provide a QMP may result in a penalty for the affected match.
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