
 
 

Revolution Media Assets & Transcript: Bruce Arena, Ismael Tajouri-Shradi 

& Christian Makoun (August 11, 2022) 
 
FOXBOROUGH, Mass. – The New England Revolution will host fellow MLS original side D.C. United on 
Saturday night at Gillette Stadium. The match kicks off at 7:30 p.m. ET and airs on WSBK-TV38 and 
myRITV with Brad Feldman and Charlie Davies calling the action. Saturday’s contest also airs locally on 
the radio via 98.5 The Sports Hub and 1260 AM Nossa Radio in Portuguese.  
 
Following Thursday’s training session, Revolution Sporting Director & Head Coach Bruce Arena met the 
media to preview Saturday’s match. In addition, midfielder Ismael Tajouri-Shradi and defender Christian 
Makoun were introduced to the media as members of the Revolution. View the links below to access 
footage of today’s interviews in addition to a complete transcript, game notes, and additional media assets. 
 
Revolution Media Assets: August 11, 2022 

• GAME NOTES: August 13 vs. D.C. United *UPDATED* 

• SOUND: Revolution Sporting Director & Head Coach Bruce Arena (8/11)  

• SOUND: Revolution Midfielder Ismael Tajouri-Shradi (8/11) 

• SOUND: Revolution Defender Christian Makoun (8/11 – Spanish with English translation) 

• VIDEO: Training B-Roll 
• Additional Revolution Media Assets 

 

Revolution Media Schedule: August 11 – 13 

Date Media Availability Notes/Links 

Thursday, August 11 

 
Video Press Conference feat. Bruce Arena,  

midfielder Ismael Tajouri-Shradi, and defender  
Christian Makoun (Spanish with English translation) 

 

VIDEO HERE 

Friday, August 12 11:00 a.m. ET – Training Access RSVP via email 

Saturday, August 13 

 
7:30 p.m. – Kickoff vs. D.C. United 

MLS Regular Season Match #24 
TV: myTV38, myRITV (Rhode Island) 

Radio: 98.5 The Sports Hub, 1260 AM Nossa 
 

~9:30 p.m. – Postgame Press Conference  

 

RSVP via email 

Subject to change; Spanish translation available upon request 

 
 

https://images.mlssoccer.com/image/upload/v1660239121/assets/ner/communications/8-13-22_Game_Notes_vs._D.C._United_p1mde7.pdf
https://mlssoccer.box.com/s/wrw1pp4l59v11pm23zvkmqoiv8hekws8
https://mlssoccer.box.com/s/a9k2i9t6rsv29x4ejgctpokvgzz70dk1
https://mlssoccer.box.com/s/8je90q2jo6m9l8k5ohxe4ca5w8kbq047
https://mlssoccer.box.com/s/pznunfuyqkiweagkysgz8m1z8bw842nf
https://mlssoccer.box.com/s/ms9zrr1rsfyauotbde44w3lhmn4m4kvi
https://mlssoccer.box.com/s/wh4ga5wqbl5yzftksm3ctnaok715qhwf
mailto:media@revolutionsoccer.net;%20haroldr@revolutionsoccer.net;%20dshulman@revolutionsoccer.net?subject=Training%20RSVP
mailto:media@revolutionsoccer.net;%20haroldr@revolutionsoccer.net;%20dshulman@revolutionsoccer.net?subject=Training%20RSVP


 
 
Revolution Sporting Director & Head Coach Bruce Arena 
 
On Carles Gil taking a hard foul in last night’s MLS All-Star game: 
Arena: “I don’t think Carles [Gil] was injured. He played the entire half, so we haven’t even checked on 
him. We’re not anticipating the fact that he’s injured.” 
 
On what he expects from D.C. United: 
Arena: “Whenever a team has a new coach, it’s never easy to predict how they’re going to play, but 
they’ve been playing some version of a 4-4-3 or a 4-2-3-1. They have a good attacking player in 
[Taxiarchis] Fountas, [Ola] Kamara has scored nine goals this year for them, Fountas has 11 for them I 
believe. Yeah, they have a couple new players so it’s a difficult team to predict anything. [Ravel] 
Morrison’s a new player for them, a couple new players in the attack, in the midfield, new goalkeeper in 
recent weeks, [Miguel] Berry in the trade from Columbus, so it’s hard to give any assessment or make a 
prediction on how they’re going to play.” 
 
On Ismael Tajouri-Shradi: 
Arena: “Well [Tajouri-Shradi] is a good attacking player. He can take people on, he can finish. He scored 
a number of goals in his MLS career. We’re hopeful that’s something he can contribute to us once he gets 
healthy.” 
 
On if the transfer window played out as he expected: 
Arena: “My thinking of the transfer window starts with [Djordje] Petrović when he came in May. I think he 
was a very good addition as was [Dylan] Borrero and we recently picked up [Ismael] Tajouri-Shradi in a 
trade, [Clément] Diop in a trade and [Christian] Makoun in a trade, so I think those additions have helped 
our team.” 
 
On where the team is health-wise: 
Arena: “We’ll know more tomorrow. We’ve had injuries. It’s unfortunate. It’s life and we’ll probably 
continue to have some sort of injuries as we move through the month of August, so we’ll anticipate we’ll 
have to make some changes as we did in our last game in Orlando, but it’s going to be a difficult week 
ahead with three games. Obviously, we go to Toronto and then Montreal next week, so we need to get 
our players that have been out healthy and ready to play as well.” 
 
On the departure of Arnór Traustason and if he plans on replacing him: 
Arena: “We’ll see. Arnór [Traustason] was a good professional with us, was a good opportunity for him to 
get back to his old club and I think it was a good move for him both professionally and for his family, so 
we support it.” 
 
Revolution Midfielder Ismael Tajouri-Shradi 
 
On his first impressions of New England: 
Tajouri-Shradi: “Honestly, I didn’t know much about Boston. We just came here as opponents, stayed 
around this area [Foxborough], and played the games then went right back. Boston of course is a great 
city, it’s a lovely city, a family city. I didn’t get the time yet to experience it but I will have the next few days 
and weeks to experience it so I’ll definitely let you know how Boston is.” 
 
On his injury recovery timeline: 
Tajouri-Shradi: “I’ve been struggling a little bit with injuries so far but I’m working hard every day to get 
back as soon as possible in with the team and to be back out there to help the team. That’s my goal for 
these next few weeks and months. I will hopefully be back in 10 days to two weeks, something like that, 
around this time. But the medical staff on that and I will try my best to, as soon as possible, be out there 
and play some games, get some minutes, and play with the team. I can’t wait for that.” 
 
On his early conversations with Bruce Arena regarding his role: 



Tajouri-Shradi: “Thank you for welcoming me. I had a conversation with the coach [Bruce Arena], and he 
knows me already from before with New York City. So, he knew what I like to play, what I can do, what I 
have to improve, we talked a little bit about that. First of all, I need to get fit as soon as possible to be out 
there to do everything for the team, to push for the playoffs, and then go from there. But as for coach, we 
talked a little bit about what he expected from me and I’m going to try to do that and get there as soon as 
possible.” 
 
On his observations of the club before he joined the Revolution: 
Tajouri-Shradi: “Always, as an opponent when we came here, I remember when we played against New 
England, they were hard to play against. It was a team that was really physically good with the ball, really 
direct, so always hard to play against. I’m glad now to be here and happy to be a part of this team and keep 
going to try to do the best I can for the team and push for the playoffs. This is a great team with a lot of 
character, and I can’t wait to be out there with the team.” 
 
On playing with Carles Gil: 
Tajouri-Shradi: “Everyone knows who Carles Gil is in this league. I’m excited to play with him on this side 
and hopefully it’s going to be a fun time together. With the whole team, we have other options as well, but 
for Carles Gil, I’m excited to get to know him as a player and a human being so it’s going to be really fun to 
play with him and hopefully he gives me a few assists.” 
 
On setting goals for himself for the rest of the season: 
Tajouri-Shradi: “I think every player has a few targets they set. For me, I’m just here for a few days so my 
biggest target is going to be now to recover very soon and get back with the team. That’s my biggest goal 
for now. And after that, when I’m back with the team, to just try to help the team as much as I can with 
anything I can do – goals, assists, defending, everything I can do I’m going to try to do in these few months 
while the season is going. So, that’s going to be the goal, and of course the playoffs is going to be the 
biggest goal for me and for the team. We’re going to push for that and work hard for that as well.” 
 
On his interactions with his new teammates: 
Tajouri-Shradi: “Like I said before, I’ve just been here for a few days but the team has welcomed me very 
well. It’s an amazing locker room over here. You can see since I came here on the first day it’s very 
welcoming, very great. And we didn’t talk about what happened last year and I think we’re not going to talk 
about it as well. It’s been a year already, but hopefully I can do that again with the team this year again. 
That would be, I think, our goal for everyone here in the locker room, on the coaching staff, and the whole 
Revolution team. As of now, we haven’t spoken about what happened last year and we’re going to keep it 
like that.” 
 
Revolution Defender Christian Makoun 
(Translated from Spanish) 
 
On joining the Revolution:  
Makoun: “First and foremost, I’m very happy to be here. From the first moment that this opportunity 
opened up, I looked at it positively. I know it’s a great club with a great history, and a club that’s doing 
things the right way. I’m very excited to be here and support this club. I hope to find some minutes and 
support this club in any way that I can.”  
 
On getting to know his teammates:  
Makoun: “I think that the club in general has helped me a lot since I arrived here. My teammates 
welcomed me very well. I’m building chemistry with Giacomo [Vrioni]. We can communicate in the same 
language. Same with Dylan [Borrero], Maciel, Wilfrid [Kaptoum], Gustavo [Bou]. I’m getting along great 
with all of them. They’ve all received me in the best way, especially them because of the language but 
also the rest my teammates. I’m very happy to be here. Things have gone well in training last week and 
this week. I think things are going on the right path and I’m very happy because of that.”  
 
On joining the Revolution as the team makes a playoff push:  



Makoun: “I think the first objective is to qualify for the playoffs. I think I’ll give the team my best. The team 
is very advanced at this point in the season, so I understand that I have to work twice as hard to be in the 
right form when the team needs me. We know we have some injuries at the moment but the team’s 
handling things in the right way. I’ll keep working when it’s my turn to help this team get points and make 
the playoffs.”  
 
On what position he feels most comfortable in:  
Makoun: “In the past years, I’ve learned a lot of positions. I’ve played a lot as a center back, which is my 
principal position, center back on the left. I’ve also played a little bit of left outside back, a little bit in the 
middle but I identify most as a center back. But I’m a part of this team and they can put me where they 
need me in that moment.”  
 
On the role Bruce Arena played in bringing him to New England:  
Makoun: “I think [Arena] played a big role. They were very direct. When they told me about the 
opportunity, they explained what they wanted from me, what the plan was. I didn’t doubt it because it’s a 
great club. I saw that when I played against [the Revolution] as an opponent with my previous clubs. 
Playing against New England was always very complicated. I’m very happy to be here and be part of a 
team that makes things complicated on opponents and gets good results.”  
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