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CLICK HERE to access footage available from today’s virtual press conference  

 
FOXBOROUGH, Mass. – New England Revolution goalkeeper Matt Turner met with the media via virtual 
press conference on Thursday as part of MLS Is Back Week. View the links below to access today’s 
interview and full transcript.  
 
Revolution Media Assets: February 17, 2022 

• SOUND: Revolution Goalkeeper Matt Turner (2/17) 

• DOWNLOAD: Matt Turner Photos & Highlights 
 
Revolution Goalkeeper Matt Turner 
 
On whether he’s concerned over his spot on the U.S. Men’s National Team’s depth chart given the 
competition for minutes at Arsenal: 
Turner: “I’m not concerned about it at all. I mean, obviously you have to control what you can. I know 
Gregg [Berhalter] was a big supporter of this move, so at the end of the day, it’s going to be how I 
continue to progress, play in almost 20 games in the early parts of the season, and then get the move 
overseas and get to work in understanding a new culture, a new way of life, a different league, quality 
players from top to bottom that will really help me. And also the style of play Arsenal play is one that is 
similar to what Gregg is trying to implement with the national team, so it’ll be more exposure to that type 
of play, and I think it’s going to help me in the long run. But yeah, I think I’m in a pretty good spot and I 
really like how everything’s progressing.” 
 
On if he was ever envious of Zack Steffen playing with Manchester City and his mindset ahead of 
competing for a starting job: 
Turner: “Well, I mean when I first started, was trying to become a professional soccer player, most teams 
said no. I came in, I was a three, I was a two. When I got my first chance with the national team it was 
only as a number three. No one ever really took me seriously, so I’m not going over there just to collect a 
check and ride off into the sunset. I’m going to push myself, I’m going to push Aaron [Ramsdale] and 
continue to help him get better and help myself get better, and obviously I’m going to try to challenge to 
games. In terms of Zack [Steffen], no, I hadn’t really talked to Zack or touched on his experiences, 
because they’re his own. I don’t really like to put myself into anybody else’s shoes except for my own. I 
think my path, as you guys know, has carved very uniquely and it’ll continue to go that way. I mean, I’m 
27, almost 28, I’ve been playing really well for the better part of three years, and this is the first club to 
make a concrete offer, and I understand that it’s really challenging to get your foot in the door, so it’s 
really hard to say no to not only the chance to go fulfill a dream, but also to go challenge myself at the 
highest level and play for one of the biggest, most recognizable brands in the world in Arsenal.” 
 
On wearing an NY/NJ Gotham jersey: 
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Turner: “Well, I’ll start with the shirt. Obviously I’m from New Jersey, New York, I’ve got to rep the home 
state, the home team, promote NWSL any way I can, and hopefully Gotham have a great season in 
NWSL. I’m really excited with their new GM hire, Yael Averbuch. She’s a good friend of mine so I just 
want to show support for the team in any way that I can.”  
 
On how his transfer to Arsenal played out: 
Turner: “In terms of how the whole transfer saga went down, yeah, I mean, I was obviously at camp with 
the [United States Men’s] National Team and I had heard of rumblings of interest over the past few 
months, but it always seemed like a longshot. When the year turned, they decided to put in an offer and 
contact the Revs the same way every transfer pretty much happens. I don’t think there was too much else 
to it. Back and forth, back and forth. And then on the day we were playing El Salvador, it finally went 
through. It was emotional, it was up and down. Sometimes it was more dead than ever, sometimes it was 
more alive than ever, but that’s the first time I’ve ever been through something like that, so to have it all 
come through and then come out and put in a good performance and get three points for the national 
team, it was a very sort of euphoric day for me in my life and my career.” 
 
On posting a photo of himself wearing an Arsenal jersey when he was younger: 
Turner: “Yeah, you just took away my answer there. Yeah, I mean the story about that shirt and that 
picture is really, that was shortly after I spent time in Brazil when I was 18 years old or maybe even 
younger. I don’t remember exactly my age. But that was the first time somebody told me that they thought 
that I could play professionally. I had a tough, obviously, career going into Fairfield, and then from there I 
always sort of trusted in that and dreamed big. I became an Arsenal fan when I was a kid because both of 
my sisters played for a club – both of my older sisters – they played for a club called the Pascack Arsenal, 
and when I was getting into soccer after the 2010 World Cup, it just – when I’m on FIFA, I’m looking at the 
first team in the Premier League is Arsenal, and I said, ‘Oh, that kind of makes sense.’ And I just kind of 
stuck with them. Then I learned about their history, about Highbury, and their move to the Emirates and 
just all, you know, The Invincibles – everything about Arsenal. Thierry Henry, who was playing with Red 
Bull at the time. It all just kind of made sense, so obviously then you dream, right? You dream and you 
want things to happen for you in your life, and you don’t really see a clear path of how they’re going to 
happen, but you just trust the work and trust your dream every single day, and continue to work hard, be 
self-aware, know what you need to work on, and listen to your coaches around you that have your best 
interests in mind. So yeah, that’s the saga on that shirt and that picture, and this whole moment and 
everything is truly surreal. It’s hard to even put into words.” 
 
On his goals with New England for the first half of the year and his thoughts on the title for a 
movie on his life: 
Turner: “(Laughs) That’s a tough question. I told Sebastian Lletget that he could be the producer of my 
movie, so we’ll have to work on that together before I start thinking of names. Just on the season side, 
MLS, obviously my goal when I got here was to leave New England, leave the organization, a better place 
than it was when I first got here, and I think we’re well on the way to those things. My early goals are to 
progress as far as we can in Champions League, good performances, and then start the season strong 
like we did last year. It sort of sets the tone for the rest of the season. Help new guys like Jozy [Altidore] 
and Seba [Lletget] get acclimated to New England and understand what it means to be a Revolution 
player, and just enjoy my time in MLS, enjoy my time with the fans all around the league. It’s not really 
like a farewell tour, it’s probably more like a see you in 10 years, hopefully, tour, where I can come back 
and sort of remember the memories and the way this league is growing so fast. I’m sure there will be 
some more new stadiums, new training grounds. So, again, it’ll just be a totally different place in that time 
than it was when I first started. I’m really excited for this first half of the season. It’ll be great to get games 
in and play and find my consistency heading into the summer when I make the jump.” 
 
On the New Jersey Governor Phil Murphy congratulating him and why he felt now was the time to 
make the move to Arsenal: 
Turner: “First of all, no, the governor didn’t reach out to me personally, but I did see the tweet and that’s 
pretty cool to be recognized by my home state. Obviously, my home state – I know this says NY, but NJ – 
it means a lot to me. Then the second part to your question, I sort of touched on this already, but like I 
said, I’ve been playing well for a long time and these windows are few and far between, so any 



opportunity you get to sort of make that jump, get your foot in the door, and then sort of see what 
happens, you know, you kind of have to take that chance, especially when it comes to a club like Arsenal. 
On the other side, I obviously was playing every single game last year for the Revolution and I wasn’t the 
out-and-out number one for the national team. I still did get displaced by Zack [Steffen] for some of the 
games in World Cup Qualifying, so this is a way for me to show my ambition and show that I want to work 
on things that maybe I’m not as good at as he is, and then challenge myself at the highest level possible. 
That’s always been my goal as a soccer player. I just want to keep going and challenge myself at the 
highest level that I can possibly get to, and then I’ll rest on my laurels after that and see if I’m happy with 
what I was able to accomplish. This is a dream move, a dream come true, and no hesitation. Seriously, 
no hesitation.” 
 
On Jacob Jackson and where he sees him in the future: 
Turner: “Yeah, absolutely. He’s a great kid, he’s eager to learn, and reminds me a lot of myself, actually, 
when I first got into MLS. It was somebody who needs the work, but he has the things that you can’t really 
teach. I don’t want to hype him up too much in an interview if he sees this, because I know every day in 
training I’m going to be pretty hard on him, and as well as our goalkeeper coach [Kevin Hitchcock] and 
Brad [Knighton] and Earl [Edwards Jr.] will all be really hard on him and will hold him to a certain 
standard, and he’s lucky to be around guys that understand what it takes to sort of climb through the 
ranks, be consistently at a certain level every day in training, and yeah, I think he definitely has a future in 
this league. I think he was a steal in this draft, and I’m excited to be working with him every single day, 
and I think, like I said, bright future ahead for him.” 
 


