
  

 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
May 16, 2021 

 
CLICK HERE for matchday media assets including photos, highlights, and postgame interview 
footage.   

POSTGAME NOTES: Revolution Defeat Columbus SC, 1-0 
Buksa’s 86th-minute game-winning goal lifts New England to third straight home win 

 
FOXBOROUGH, Mass. – The New England Revolution (3-1-2; 11 pts.) defeated Columbus SC, 1-0, in a 
rematch of the 2020 Eastern Conference Final at Gillette Stadium on Saturday night. New England’s Adam 
Buksa scored the game’s lone goal in the 86th minute, three minutes after he entered the match as a 
substitute, improving the club’s home record to 3-0-0 to start the season. The win caps off a stretch of three 
games in nine days that saw the Revolution take four points and move to the top of the Eastern Conference 
table.  
 
Buksa’s goal is his second of the season, and his eighth since joining the Revolution ahead of the 2020 
campaign. He is the first substitute to score for New England through the first six games of the season. 
Recording the assists on Buksa’ game-winning goal were Brandon Bye and Carles Gil, their first and third 
on the year, respectively. Gil’s three combined primary and second assists are good for second most in 
MLS. He posted game highs with six chances created and 85 touches. 
 
Making his 75th career MLS appearance, goalkeeper Matt Turner made one save in his 18th shutout for the 
Revolution. The clean sheet marked New England’s second of the season – its first since a 1-0 win vs. D.C. 
United on April 24.  
 
Tonight’s contest marked the second consecutive match that two Revolution II graduates – midfielder 
Maciel and defender Jon Bell – were included in the starting lineup. Both players also started in 
Wednesday’s 1-1 draw against the Philadelphia Union. 
 
New England returns to action on Saturday, May 22, when the clubs hosts the New York Red Bulls at 
Gillette Stadium. The match kicks off at 8:00 p.m. ET on TV38, myRITV, 98.5 The Sports Hub, and in 
Portuguese on WBIX 1260 AM Nossa Radio USA. 

 
  

POSTGAME NOTES 
New England Revolution 1, Columbus SC 0 

May 16, 2021 – Gillette Stadium (Foxborough, Mass.) 
 

• The New England Revolution defeated Columbus SC, 1-0, on Sunday night at Gillette Stadium in 
a rematch of last season’s Eastern Conference Final, behind Adam Buksa’s game-winning goal 
in the 86th minute on assists from Brandon Bye and Carles Gil.  

• The Revolution started the night in a 4-2-3-1 for the second consecutive contest with three changes 
in the Starting XI from last Wednesday’s match at Philadelphia. Matt Polster, Teal Bunbury, and 
Gustavo Bou started in place of Tommy McNamara, Tajon Buchanan and Adam Buksa.  

https://mlssoccer.box.com/s/o7f9u0me3dejzwjfm79lt04rpww5dbdt


• With tonight’s victory, New England has registered wins in its first three home contests of the 
season for the first time since 2005, when the Revolution won their first four matches at Gillette 
Stadium en route to an appearance in MLS Cup. The clean sheet was New England’s second this 
season.  

• New England’s all-time record against Columbus SC shifts to 24-38-13 with tonight’s win, including 

a 16-17-6 mark in the regular season in Foxborough.  
• Sporing Director and Head Coach Bruce Arena’s regular season record with New England 

improves to 19-11-18. Arena is now 17-9-4 all-time against Columbus, including 10-1-1 when his 
team scores first. Tonight’s win was Arena’s 10th at Gillette Stadium with New England.  

• Buksa’s left-footed strike from close range was his second goal of the season, breaking a four-
way tie for the team lead in goals scored. The 24-year-old Polish striker is the first Revolution player 
to score as a substitute in 2021. Buksa now owns eight goals in 29 career appearances in MLS. 

• Carles Gil’s assist was his team-leading third of the season. Gil logged a team-high six key passes 
for the third straight game, along with one shot on target while completing 47 of 59 pass attempts. 

• Bye registered his first assist of the season on the play, while adding two key passes and two 
interceptions to his 90-minute performance.  

• Goalkeeper Matt Turner made his 75th career MLS appearance on Sunday, improving his career 
record to 27-22-25 with his 18th clean sheet. Tonight’s victory was Turner’s (1-1-1) first over 
Columbus SC in three league games.  

• Defender Jon Bell made his second MLS start tonight after making his MLS and Revolution first-
team team debuts in last Wednesday’s 1-1 draw at Philadelphia. The 23-year-old, who became the 
second Revolution II product to suit up in a first-team match along with Maciel, registered team-
highs in tackles (3) and interceptions (2) in his second straight full 90-minute shift.  

• Defender Andrew Farrell made his 245th MLS regular season appearance tonight – and his 17th 
against Columbus – all with New England and finished his 90-minute effort with a team-best five 
clearances. The ninth-year defender continues to climb his way up the club’s all-time service 
ranks, as he is now one appearance shy of matching Chris Tierney (246) for fourth-most games 
played in Revolution history. 

• Midfielders Wilfrid Kaptoum and Tommy McNamara, and forwards Buksa and Tajon Buchanan 
appeared as substitutes in tonight’s contest. Buksa and Buchanan remain the lone two Revolution 
players to have appeared in every match since 2020, while McNamara has played in every game 
this season.  

 
GAME CAPSULE 

REFEREE: Robert Sibiga 
AR1: Brian Poeschel AR2: Tom Felice 
4th: Adam Kilpatrick 
Video Assistant Referee: Jose Carlos Rivero 
Weather: 65 Degrees and Clear  
  
Scoring Summary: 
NE- Adam Buksa 2 (Brandon Bye 1, Carles Gil 3) 86’  
 
Misconduct Summary: 
CLB - Waylon Francis (Yellow Card – Hard Foul) 70’ 
NE - Wilfrid Kaptoum (Yellow Card – Hard Foul) 80’ 
NE - Jon Bell (Yellow Card – Hard Foul) 83’ 
 
New England Revolution: Matt Turner; DeJuan Jones, Andrew Farrell, Jon Bell, Brandon Bye; Matt 
Polster, Maciel (Wilfrid Kaptoum 68’); Arnór Traustason (Adam Buksa 83’), Carles Gil ©, Teal Bunbury 
(Tajon Buchanan 68’); Gustavo Bou (Tommy McNamara 90’)  
                          
Substitutes Not Used: Brad Knighton, Henry Kessler, A.J. DeLaGarza, Scott Caldwell, Edward Kizza 
  



Columbus SC: Eloy Room; Waylon Francis (Saad Abdul-Salaam 78’), Josh Williams, Jonathan Mensah, 
Harrison Afful; Darlington Nagbe, Artur (Aboubacar Keita 78’); Derrick Etienne Jr. (Liam Fraser 66’), 
Pedro Santos, Luis Diaz (Alexandru Matan 59’); Gyasi Zardes (Bradley Wright-Phillips 66’) 
  
Substitutes Not Used: Evan Bush, Vito Wormgoor, Isaiah Parente, Miguel Berry  
  

New England Revolution Team Statistics Columbus SC 
11 (3) Shots (on Target) 6 (1) 

3 Blocked Shots 1 

1 Saves 2 

9 Corner Kicks 1 

1 Offsides 2 

16 Fouls 9 

484 (83.1%) Passes Attempted (% Completed) 493 (82.2%) 

50.1% Possession 49.9% 

 
 

POSTGAME QUOTES 
 
Revolution Sporting Director & Head Coach Bruce Arena 
 
On his immediately takeaways from the 1-0 win: 
Arena: “It was a heck of a game. Two good teams playing. Someone had to jump on not a mistake, but 
someone had to make a play that made a difference in the game – and we did. I’m happy for Adam [Buksa]. 
Adam needed that goal. Excellent service from Brandon [Bye]. We’re real pleased with that. I thought 
defensively our team played well tonight. I thought both teams played well. Columbus is very good, so that’s 
a win that we had to work real hard to get, so we’re pleased with that.”  
 
On how the matchup in the midfield tonight compared to December’s Eastern Conference Final: 
Arena: “We were certainly better tonight than we were in Columbus in December. I think they arguably 
have one of the top midfields in the league with [Darlington] Nagbe, Artur. They certainly missed their 
number 10 [Lucas Zelarayán] tonight, because he’s an outstanding player. I thought in December we were 
dominated in the middle of the field. Tonight, it was a much more competitive battle throughout the 90 
minutes.”  
 
On how he feels about the team’s depth after playing three games in eight days: 
Arena: “It’s good. I think we made three changes on Wednesday and three changes today, which is a 
positive. We played three playoff teams. I’m disappointed we don’t have two wins. We should’ve won the 
game in Philadelphia. That’s our fault plus the officiating takes a little responsibility, but we have to take 
more than that. We should’ve closed that game out and won. If we’d done that, you’d look at the week and 
say that was a pretty good week. Now, we look at it and we say it’s okay. But we played I guess you would 
argue three of the better teams in the Eastern Conference and had a moderate amount of success at it. It 
was a pretty solid week for us.”  
 
On if he is concerned about the team’s lack of finishing:  
Arena: “It’s important. You have to have a home-field advantage here at Gillette, and I think we do. We had 
a new field this year that allows you to play better. I think it’s really been helpful for us. Any team in the 
league would tell you that. You have to win your home games and you’ve got to pick up points on the road 
during the year. It’s a good start at home, and that’s an important aspect to being successful over a 34-
game schedule.”  
 
On starting Jon Bell at center back for a second straight game: 
Arena: “Again, we want to develop depth in that center back position between [Andrew] Farrell and [Henry] 
Kessler and Bell. I thought last year that was an area we had a weakness. Henry was a first-year player 



last year, and I didn’t think we had the depth in that position. The only way you can do that, to develop that 
I think is give some rotation to that position and give some players games. If we had an injury in July and 
we called on Jon Bell, it would be really difficult for him to have the confidence to be successful. So, we 
wanted to do that in the early going and we’ve done that at a number of positions in the early part of the 
season. Hopefully, over a 34-games schedule that kind of rotation and giving Jon the opportunity this week 
will pay off.”  
 
On Adam Buksa scoring the game-winning goal off the bench:  
Arena: “It’s important. He’s had some struggles in his finishing this year. He’s had some difficulty in 
understanding tactically what we think he needs to do better. Tonight, in the brief probably total of 15 
minutes he played, he was tactically on spot and obviously the goal was huge.”  
 
On Gustavo Bou’s performance: 
Arena: “Gustavo [Bou] played a good game tonight. That’s a position he doesn’t play that often, but we 
think that’s a position he can play is a single nine. We’ve been playing him as a double nine with Adam 
[Buksa] at the start of the season. I thought he did a good job. He held the ball up, he had a few looks at 
the goal against a team that’s really difficult to play against. I think it’s a good start with him playing that 
position tonight and I thought overall he had a solid game.”  
 
Revolution Forward Adam Buksa 
 
On scoring the game-winning goal: 
Buksa: “We’re definitely very happy to win the game because it was our main goal tonight. It wasn’t an 
easy game. I think we started off pretty well. We created some good chances to score a goal, but we 
couldn’t manage to do it. Then, I have a feeling that Columbus found their rhythm and they were a 
dangerous team. In the second half, I think their goal was to keep zero in the back, but fortunately we 
managed to score the winning goal and we are very happy to grab three points at our home stadium.”  
 
On scoring for the first time since the season opener: 
Buksa: “I’m not feeling frustrated at all when I don’t score. I have to tell you that soccer is not only about 
scoring. Even if I’m a number nine, it’s not only about scoring. If I don’t score in a game, it doesn’t mean 
that I played bad. And if I score, it doesn’t mean that I’ve done everything well in the game. That’s what I 
wanted to [say], because sometimes I get criticized for not scoring even though I had a feeling I’m playing 
a good game. Obviously, it’s always good to score. I’m very happy today to have a scored a goal, but it’s 
a part of the game and I’m not only responsible for scoring. I’m also responsible for creating. I have some 
defensive [responsibilities] in our team and to hold up the ball. Many things to do. I’m definitely not getting 
frustrated when I don’t score a goal because it’s not all about that. I would be angry if I didn’t play, 
because it would mean I’m doing something wrong. But I’ve played in all the games and I’m pretty sure 
I’m doing a good job.”  
 
On when he sensed he could get to the near post and potentially score: 
Buksa: “Going to the first post is a thing that Bruce [Arena] tell us strikers to do every time, because it’s 
the most dangerous place in the penalty box where we can score goals from. It paid off today. As I said, 
that was the only chance that I had today and I used it, so I’m very happy. Hopefully, I’ll score more goals 
like that in the future.”  
 
On expending all of your energy looking for a goal when you enter as a substitute late: 
Buksa: “I always give all I have, all the energy that I have. Obviously, if you start, you can’t run from the 
first until the last minute at 100 percent – you have to calculate and you have to place margins 
somewhere because it’s not possible to run 15 miles in a game. It’s a bit different to come on the field in 
the late part of the game. You don’t have to calculate – you can just push yourself as much as you can. 
That’s what I did today. But in the end of the day, when I have a chance in front of the goal you must stay 
calm and place the ball in the net, which is probably the most difficult part of soccer in my opinion. Happy 
to have done that today.”  
 



On if he was getting anxious late on the bench late in the game: 
Buksa: “I don’t know why, but you really want to make me frustrated. I don’t know why. Believe me, I’m 
not frustrated. I’m just one of 25 players on the team and everybody deserves to play. Doesn’t mean I 
have to play every game 90 minutes. I want to, but I don’t think it’s that obvious for everyone from the 
coaching staff, because they also have their own ideas and they’re responsible for that. I have accept it 
and respect it. Coming back to your question, no, I didn’t feel frustrated.”  
 
On hosting the Marshall family at tonight’s game and how he developed a relationship with them: 
Buksa: “It was a great moment. I met my little fans from Providence. Their parents work in a hospital, I 
believe, so they’ve been struggling a lot since the beginning of the pandemic. I liked to really say a big 
thank you for the family for their courage, commitment, for all the community to help people out in these 
difficult times. I promised them to give my jerseys to their children. They were very happy with it, and I 
was also very happy to make them happy, because that’s something I really, really love, to make other 
people happy. I hope they enjoyed the game, and I’m pretty sure that we earned a few extra fans for the 
Revolution. I hope they will spread the will to support the Revolution to the other people. Definitely a great 
moment.”  
 
On Gustavo Bou’s performance and the chemistry between them: 
Buksa: “We understand each other very well. I love playing with him because he’s a quality player. In my 
opinion, having us both on the field at the same time is a good solution – is the best solution. We can see 
in the first half that Gustavo [Bou] as a single number nine didn’t really have too many touches, which is 
not easy for a striker to be fully focused if you’re not involved in the game. It’s always the way we play. 
We were a little bit deep in the first half. As a single number nine, you’re best not left alone up front. I 
think having an extra striker under would be very helpful for the team. Having Gustavo besides me is 
great, and I really like playing with him.”  
 
Revolution Midfielder Matt Polster 
On how the team matched up against Columbus SC’s midfielders in tonight’s victory: 
Polster: “I think it was definitely a challenge. I think from a personal standpoint, you know, as a player you 
want to win in those moments and last year we fell a little short. Individually, I thought I could’ve played a 
little better. Today was the best I’ve been on the pitch in putting a good performance and showing that we 
can compete against these guys and we can win.”  

 
On defending against Columbus SC and limiting their chances:  
Polster: “They’re a very dynamic team, obviously with Artur, Nagbe, Santos and, he wasn’t here today but 
Zelarayán. They’re all really good players on the ball and their rotation through midfield is very difficult at 
times. But I thought we coped well with it. We wanted to press a little bit higher up the field and make sure 
that Nagbe and Artur weren’t comfortable in possession and that they couldn’t played forward consistently. 
Obviously you’re not going to stop everything but for the most part I think we did a pretty good job of limiting 
them to pass forward as much as possible.”  

 
On the team’s 3-0-0 start at Gillette Stadium this season and the improvements compared to the 
team’s play at home in 2020: 
Polster: “We harped on it a lot, that we need to make this place tough to play at. Our goal is to always be 
really competitive here and pick up a majority of our wins here. I think with turf playing a factor, teams aren’t 
used to it so we needed to make sure that when people come here they’re not comfortable. So, I thought 
we did that really well today and I thought Columbus struggled to create good chances and I thought we 
had a bunch of chances. I had a good chance at scoring, so I thought we created a lot of good chances 
today so we deserved to win.”  

 
On his thoughts as the team concludes a stretch of three games in nine days: 
Polster: “You look at the Nashville game and I think we were a little bit flat as a group, and then the boys 
bounced back pretty well midweek against Philly. I think, you know, trying to be neutral in saying that it 
wasn’t a foul against Matt Turner. We should’ve picked up three points there. I think we’re a little 
disappointed not to get more [points] from the three games, but to come here after a loss, a draw, and then 



step up against a really good side like Columbus and win, it shows what kind of team we are right now and 
what kind of spot we’re in as a group.”  

 
On his thoughts on Gustavo Bou’s performance tonight:  
Polster: “He’s a competitor. He wanted us to get up the pitch and put pressure on the midfielders and help 
him high up the field. Obviously, he wants to score goals and his hold-up play is good. He tries to run it 
behind and create chances. That’s the kind of guy he is and that’s the kind of player he is. He’s a competitor 
and he wants to win. I thought he played well tonight.”  

 
On Adam Buksa’s performance in tonight’s win:  
Polster: “To come off the bench, I’m sure he wanted to start tonight just like every guy does. To come off 
the bench and put that kind of performance in, you can see the work rate he had even prior to the goal. He 
was pressing players and getting in box and then he rewarded himself by getting in front of the defender 
and finishing a really good cross by Brandon. He’s a really good player. We need him to keep that kind of 
form to stay competitive within this league and to win something.”  
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